                                          Jackson Bros History 
Jackson Bros Videos---Jamie’s Story Update - 2009

It has been 13 years since I wrote “Jamie’s Story”. I must admit, much has happened..! I’m now a retired Roofer/Senior Citizen and Grand-Pa. Janice and I are still married and going strong after 41 years of marriage. She is now the actual owner of Jackson Bros Videos. I am not a good accountant and getting hurt on the job in 1999 forced us to rethink our direction for the future. I believe three of the greatest, good things, which have happened for the Jackson Bros since then, is our introduction into the Internet, Digital Video Cameras, and my 2 Son’s talent for shooting great video. Professional “hand held” camera work requires a steady hand, proper panning, zooming, timing and composure. Steven & Shane have advanced to Pro status and are a huge plus for Jackson Bros Videos. Sonny’s son, Jeff, has provided us with many great still photos for our video sleeves and other applications. His quality of work is getting better all the time.
After 1996 we produced over 16 more home videos to date. As of 2009 we have 31 programs listed on our website with several more available, however they have not been re-mastered for DVD sales at this time. Many of the videos produced since 2000 are Wild-Shot, 60’s Nostalgia and High-Light/Cacklefest videos of various races we attended on the West Coast. We have filmed fatal accidents, but they are not included in any of our DVDs for public sale. With that said, the wild shot videos are very popular, here, and abroad.  We also produced “Front Engine Fueler” in 1999, which is rich in historical information on the sport from 1959 to 62’, and narrated by me. Much of the information/verification on the cars came from Chris Martin’s Top Fuel Handbook and Bob Post’s book, High Performance. The video also highlighted a Nostalgia Top Fuel meet at Pomona in 98’ and Famoso action that included Paul Gommi’s spectacular Top Fuel crash.  
Two weeks after I finished production of the video I fell off a roof while on the job and was in a wheelchair for 2 months. I broke both legs, injured my knee, plus 2 injured shoulders, resulting in 4 surgeries, one on each injured limb. My last surgery was on that terrible day 9 -11- 01. Just before they put me under, I could see that the nurses were surrounded around the TV as the Twin Towers were burning and about to collapse. My doctor use to tease me on occasion as if I were the bionic man.

We started off the year 2000 on a new and exciting journey into the world of computers and digital cameras. My first meet in 2000 was the Famoso March Meet, still in braces on both legs and 2 sore shoulders, but was able to shoot a little video. 
With the use of a computers, digital cameras, and professional editing equipment, our business grew much quicker. We were now able to create many photo and video projects in-house with better quality images and sound. This was made possible through a settlement for my work related injuries. I also retired from my regular job. My injuries were too nagging to allow me to work effectively. I was then able to devote full time to making videos and organizing our vast library of film and video tape. We also have many old Drag Racing photos, slides, magazines, and newspapers to organize and care for. Our biggest and most important task now is to digitize and SAVE our Film & Video Archives. It’s going to be a very timely and costly ordeal. Don’t look for the Jackson Bros in Fortune 500 Magazine anytime soon. 
We’ve captured allot of wild shots on tape throughout the years. Drag Racing cars are supposed to go straight down the Quarter Mile, but things don’t always work out that way. The car takes on a mind all of its own. You can bet, something wild is about to happen. We made these wild rides available, not only to the racer who wanted to figure out and see what happened, but also to the Safety Crew Directors, one being Don Irwin, and SFI Foundation Director (Carl Olson) for the purpose of teaching the proper procedures to accident response crews on how best to deal with accidents. If asked about the importance of our wild-shot clips, Don & Carl would tell you how valuable and helpful the Jackson Bros have been in supplying specific crash footage in helping to determine how best to deal with future accidents. Quicker and more effective action could then be taken to help give proper medical assistance and sometimes, life saving care to the injured racer. Speaking of safety, it reminds me of the time the Fire Marshall made us shut our TV off at the Oakland Grand National Roadster Show as people were blocking the main walkway. They were getting got caught up in one of our wild-shot videos.  This was not good for foot traffic issues, but we made allot of sales that weekend.
We drew some good sized crowds to our booth at the Custom Car Shows and big Drag Racing events in the 70’s, 80’s & 90’s. Even though we made decent money at the events, expenses were taking a big chunk of our profit. It was a lot of work for so little return. We backed off and devoted more time at video gathering. We concentrated on the racing part of the sport itself, which is our first love.  Another thing I forgot to mention about the early 70’s is when I stood in the middle of the track at Fremont, passed the 1/8th mile mark, and filmed the Chi-Town Hustler doing a burnout against the Snake in the Hot Wheels Funny Car. I thought I was far enough down track so that the cars would stop in front of me, but they didn’t. Chi-Town slid past me, on the right, with the brakes locked up as well as the Snake, passing me on the left.  I felt just a little stupid for being in the middle of the track, but I did get the shots from a very unique angle. Today, I look back at my foolish fun and laugh when I tell the other Jackson Bros to be careful and don’t do anything stupid on the track.

We now have quite a few “Internet” Drag Racing Related websites that sell our videos and vendors who travel the major car show circuit. We’ve established a good sized niche for Hardcore, Nostalgia Video Junkies. Dragster Australia Magazine is a long time vendor of ours and Nostalgia is getting bigger in that country and around the world as well. We’re very optimistic about getting many more video sales and new customers in the coming years. Even TV Broadcast shows are using more of our footage all the time. The Discovery Channel has already contracted with us for usage of our wild shots in the “Destroyed In Seconds” show. Other TV shows like Real TV & Wacked Out Sports have used our footage as well. The Speed Channel / Cable TV documentaries “Behind The Headlights” & “Cruise Control”, plus other popular shows like Monster Garage & MTV’s “Sponge Bob” have also contracted with us. Chrysler Daimler Corp has done several Promo videos, in the past, using our Historical footage.  
People in the music business also use our footage for Music Videos or like a Japanese Music Company that recently used our footage at a Rock Concert as a back drop for the Bands that were performing. An American Rock Band used some of our wild shots while performing a song in a music video called “Accelerate”. It played on U-tube for a while. An East Coast production company used some of our vintage Camaro footage for a TV program called “From Rust To Riches”.  
Any TV programming that is Hi-Performance Automotive related or of Extreme Racing Action, is applicable to the diversified use and need for our film and video archives. We hope that someday a major, automotive related group or someone in the TV programming business will realize, because of our huge stock pile of Historical Film & Video Tape, our potential for a Vintage Drag Racing/Hi Performance type show that would run as a series. I think the time will come when the Baby Boomer Hot Rodders will be especially interested in such programming. The old timers and youngsters of the sport are always up for Speed & Action with grass roots appeal. We believe they number in the millions.
In 2008, one of the largest Internet Drag Racing News Magazines in the USA, “Competition Plus.com” did a nice BIO on the Jackson Bros which included rare Drag Racing clips that could be seen on U-tube. Drag Racing Online.com, Internet Magazine, is looking forward to receiving some of our more popular programs for future video reviews. Phil Burgess, Editorial Director of NHRA’s National Dragster Newspaper, has also expressed interest in doing a BIO on the Jackson Bros. Three of the most important race car museums in the country sell our videos: The Don Garlits Museum, NHRA Wally Parks Museum, and Gilmore Museum in Michigan. We are honored to announce that The John Force Race Station and Tom “The Mongoose” McEwen websites are now carrying some our videos. The largest video vendor in Canada, “Go Video” is another supplier of Jackson Bros Videos in that Country. A good friend and racer in New Zealand has contacted us about carrying our videos at all the events he will be participating in 2010. World wide interest is on the rise.
We have an Internet Drop Ship program with several Nostalgia related sites selling our videos, including WDIFL(We Did It For Love)...Drag List...Racing Junk...Hot Rod Nostalgia...Precision Illustration...Gasser Madness, Roadsters.com, and others. The Blown Alcohol Gassers Assoc. Promo DVD was created by us. The Goodguys Hot Rod Assoc used our footage for TV ads many years to advertise their Nostalgia Drags events. We also produced many of their Awards Banquet videos. Two of the largest Nostalgia Drag Racing events in the country are the Famoso March Meet and California Hot Rod Reunion. We have supplied the NHRA, for many years now, B-Roll action footage that goes out to many TV stations in Southern California to promote those events. A popular TV show “Pinks All Out” has contracted with us to use our historical footage for an up and coming show, taped at Bakersfield Raceway. The new major 2009 NHRA sponsor, “Full Throttle Energy Drink” is using some of our footage of Don Prudhomme in one of their TV Ads. The NHRA (National Hot Rod Assoc.) has been supportive of our efforts to bring in new converts to Nostalgia Drag Racing that helps keep the Wally Parks Museum and California Hot Rod Reunion “alive and well”. We truly hope our co-operative arrangements with the NHRA continue.
The rare, classic movie of the early 70’s, “American Nitro” has been re-released and of course contains rare Jackson Bros footage. Nostalgia Funny Cars are becoming very popular and a couple event promoters used our footage to promote their races, on local TV, at Sacramento and Spokane Raceways. We are still doing individual racer workups. We also donate videos to charitable organizations and special projects. For example, we’ve sent a DVD care package to U.S. Soldiers in Iraq and to Walter Reed Veterans Hospital. Some of our videos have also been sent to a Burn Hospital in the Bay Area through Top Fuel Racer, Brendan Murry, who was burned in a horrendous engine explosion. Brendan said that many youngsters and older guys that require a long stay at the Hospital enjoy Drag Racing videos. Brendan was also treated at this hospital. 

We have actually made videos for men with terminal illnesses that wanted to see their favorite drivers and their cars one last time before the end of their life. Our video, “A Night Of Cackle & Flames” was made for just such a man. His family and friends were grateful to say the least. Another old time racer with a serious illness loved our videos and wanted to come to the next big race at Infineon and personally meet Sonny and Jamie. He said he was feeling better and really got excited about going to the Drags again, but a couple months later, his family called me to say he past away from his illness They wanted to personally thank us for making his last days exciting and full of hope.  Billy Williams was critically injured in a Funny Car accident around the early 2000’s. A board member of D.R.A.W. (Drag Racing Assoc Of Women) knew of us asked if we could send any live footage of Billy.  Our first live action footage that we ever shot contained Top Alcohol Dragster action of Billy at Fremont, around 1978, with announcer Bernie Partridge at the mic, yelling out Billy’s Name as he did a wild smoky burnout. Billy was left in a coma from the accident. They played this film clip in Billy’s room, I believe many times, to try an arouse Billy to wake up. Sad to say, Billy never did and past away many years later. This is something Janice & I speak very little of in public. Up till now, no one knew this, and we do not seek glory over this, but it’s time everyone in Drag Racing circles know the depth of our commitment to the Sport and the little, unknown racer & fan that we provide special entertainment to. It’s going to take more national prominence in the TV & News Media to help us SAVE the Historical movie film, photos, slides, newspapers and magazines that are contained in the JBV Archives. We’re on a mission to preserve Drag Racing History for future generations to enjoy. We didn’t start out in 1964 thinking that The Jackson Bros would end up in the position of being a major player in the preservation of the Sport. It’s not just a “Hobby” with us any more. We are relevant to the “Cause”...Drag Racing History.
We’re still accumulating more historical film contributions as we speak. My sons have become accomplished videographers and computer editors. They both have had a close call with disaster by wayward race cars or flying parts, just as Sonny and I have over the years. Even with Arthritis setting in from my roofing accident and old age creeping in on me & Sonny, we look forward to shooting more video with the help of Steven & Shane. We are true ambassadors and historians of the sport that has made it through the Time Tunnel of speed and thrills since 1964. We still participate, promote and contribute to the history of the sport where most movie camera guys have fallen by the wayside. We greatly enjoy sharing our archives, through our ongoing video work, and relationships with the Racers & Fans of Drag Racing. We have invested an endless amount of time and money into the sport, with little monetary return. We too live by the Drag Racers Motto >>>” WE DO IT FOR LOVE...!”
See You At The Drags...!
Jamie & The Jackson Bros.-- Sonny--Steven--Shane--Jeff
www.NostalgiaDrags.com 
