Jackson Bros. History

Jackson Bros Videos---Jamie’s Story ~1996

My love and enthusiasm for drag racing was born out of that first trip to Cotati Raceway which highlighted a dragster match race between Sammy Hale in The Champion Speed Shop Chevy and Sneaky Pete Robinson’s Drag Master Chevy.  That race in 1961 left me awestruck at the speed and noise of which these cars produced. I was equally excited with the gassers and altereds and to this day I still enjoy the color and diversity of the sport. I brought my older brother Sonny along when I started full time attendance in 1964. We started taking photos almost immediately, but quickly resorted to my parents 8mm Brownie Hawkeye movie camera and Kodak color film. We filmed all of the races we attended for 16 years straight. After about a four-year break due to burnout, video taking became popular and affordable which captured our enthusiasm for the “drags” once again, but this time we would have live sound and a lot more coverage of each event. After producing our first program Bad Boy Altereds in 1986 and a little notoriety from our contributions to Main Event and Diamond P’s Videos we began receiving vintage film and modern video from many of our fans throughout the country. The collection of film and video in our historical archives has reached staggering proportions. More historically important and rare film footage is contributed to our archives every year as our popularity expands.

After 32 years of filming and promoting “drag racing” my feelings and deep interest compelled me to sit down and write about our post accomplishments and talk about our plans to make our film and video “scrapbook” available to anyone interested in the history and development of the sport. In the 1960’s and 70’s we showed edited highlights of our best hot action and popular hot rods at car shows, youth oriented seminars, club meetings and track parties.  Our first “Highlights” film sales were advertised in the April 73 edition of National Dragster. Film making was too expensive and time consuming, so it wasn’t until the advent of consumer video that we made headway into program sales. We have produced over 10 programs and dozens of individual racer work-ups since going to video in 1984. For the most part we are relatively unheard of by the mainstream National Event viewer because most of our videos are geared for the hard core nostalgia/special interest fan.

The direction of our programming lies in the area of documentaries on certain types of cars and their drivers. Highlight - Wildshot programs are also important as they were a huge part of our popularity right from the start. We were not involved with entire event programming back in the good old days of the sport and the same holds true today. We do not do event tapes and we are not associated with any TV broadcast companies, although we occasionally contribute when asked to do so for the betterment of the program or for the sport itself. We have not interfered with or have been a threat to the ongoing interests of TV broadcast operations like Diamond P., TNN and ESPN.  We have actually been a help to these TV companies by providing needed material for the benefit of their programs. We usually ask only for “credits” in the program, but do not always get. Diamond P has used some of our footage in the N.H.R.A. Today shows without knowing it, but has rectified the problem in recent shows. Our film contributions to Diamond P’s archives was by way of John Mullin and Sid Lazarus who were producers for Diamond P back in 1986.  Our verbal and written agreements with Diamond P allowed them to use our footage only in the videos they contacted us about and a deal was struck. The new folks at Diamond P were not aware of any agreements concerning our film usage nor did they know who’s footage they were using so there was no intentional misuse and things are being worked out, but recognition is greatly appreciated, especially when many people at N.H.R.A. and Diamond P hasn’t a clue as to who we are and of our contributions to the betterment of the N.H.R.A./ Diamond P sports video programs.

Four major Diamond P home videos contained an abundance of J.B.V. film clips that greatly helped in the success of those tapes and they were: Fabulous Floppers - Kings of the Sport, Shirley Muldowney and Professional Racer, Don Prudhomme. As of late our footage was used in past Hall of Fame induction shows and Don Prudhomme retro specs on his retirement. Other major film contributions to popular successful videos were “Don Garlit’s, Close Calls” by Main Event, “Hot Rod Thunder” by Pacific Crest Pictures for the Goodguys Rod and Custom Association, and “American Nitro” filmed in 1976 for “drive in” and “walk in” theaters, but released on video in 1984.  Past Executive Producer for Diamond P, John Mullin and present Goodguys President Gary Meadors were pleased with our involvement and allowed us to use our own personal outtakes from N.H.R.A. and Goodguys events for our videos. We would also give honorable mention and association membership information on screen in our videos on behalf of these associations goodwill.  Besides the U.S.A. we have distributors in Canada, Great Britain, Sweden, and Australia. We are somewhat recognized more outside of the U.S.A. than in.  Distributors like “Jegs” Wholesale Performance and Don Garlits Museum have been a big help in spreading our name in the U.S.A. not to mention Dave Wallace’s Hot Rod Nostalgia catalog and The Jackson Bros. own mail list that has exceeded 3000 buying customers at one time or another. 
Sales and marketing strategies of our tapes have not been heavily pursued due to limited finances and regular full time employment by the Jackson Bros. The door is open for potential business opportunities for anyone who might want to help the Jackson Bros. advance from the “hobby business” level while making it profitable for their business or association. Profitable does not necessarily mean making money where as the advancement and promotion of a worthy cause would actually be more important as in generating more interest and participation in localized and nostalgia drag racing events. The Jackson Bros. have documented many non-national events and who knows what future super stars and heroes might emerge from those video files. Broadcast TV doesn’t have such files so you can see the need of a local, small producers efforts to document all forms of drag racing apart from the national event circuit riders associated with the corporate, mainstream side of drag racing.

The sport originated and flourished by way of the little guy. The little guys tested, competed experimented and innovated drag racing machinery until they ran out of money, “burned out”, forged ahead or lost their lives to the sport, but they all started out as little guys of unknown existence.  The Jackson Bros. were also unknowns who captured the little guys on film in the 60’s and are capturing the little knowns on video into and lord willing, past the 90’s. Of course some of our greatest heroes of all time like, Garlits, Prudhomme, The Greek, Kallita, Eddie Hill, Muldowney and a vast host of others emerged and endured. The vintage 60’s footage of these racers and many more that millions of people have seen on TV at one time or another did not come from the companies airing them. Much of it came from film entrepreneurs like myself. We the Jackson Bros. hope the N.H.R.A. reserves a little room for us to collect and use footage for our “scrapbook style” videos that are available to everyone. Some of the folks at N.H.R.A. whom we dealt with in the past whether to give promotional tapes to or require press credentials are Wally Parks, P.J. and Bernie Partridge, George Phillips, Mike Lewis, Steve Gibbs, Steve Evans, Chris Martin, and Dave McClelland. Evans got film footage from us for TV promos when he managed Fremont in the early 70’s, but he might not remember. There’s been a lot of faces and races down the road for all of us I’m sure. 
We currently hold season press passes for Sears Point Raceway. In 95’ we supplied KPIX-5 archive footage of track manager Georgia Seipel for a TV special on behalf of Sears Point’s PR Department. We did not charge for this and the management was grateful to say the least. We have also supplied the track management and safety crew crash-accident footage to help understand the how and why of the incident and how better to run a “safer” race. At one time NHRA contacted us regarding a lawsuit in which a racer was killed on the East Coast in a notoriously hard handling Anglia. We were available for testimony with information and film footage of these ill-handling cars, but were never called upon. We have donated tapes to D.R.A.W.  raffles for the injured. We also have compiled enough footage for a tape promoting Jr. Drag Racing. Our tapes have been shown at Bay Area high school auto shops to promote sanctioned drag racing and “high performance” technology. We’ve shown film and displayed cars at Bay Area juvenile homes and including Hanna Boys Center.  We showed films at law enforcement car shows and participated in a suicide prevention seminar with videos and hot rods. We’ve supplied other racetracks with promo clips including, Sacramento, Las Vegas, Jackson County Raceway, Firebird Raceway, Boise and others in the past. The latest TV ads using Jackson Bros. Video footage were seen in the Reno, Nevada area promoting a ANRA Nostalgia Race at Top Gun Raceway, Fallon, NV. 
Just recently the Discovery channel called us in regards to using Greer-Black & Prudhomme T/Fuel footage we might have. For a small license fee they got what they were looking for and were very satisfied with our co-operation. This hookup with the Discovery channel came by way of a Chris Martin referral. This is not the first time that N.H.R.A.’s Chris Martin turned people in need of “original stuff” in our direction.  When someone asks where they can get nostalgia you have to check with the Jackson Bros.  because they usually deliver. We pride ourselves in making our archives available to everyone for the good of the sport and the program it’s to be used for. Our pay for these services are usually very little, although we could use the “bucks” and a little less glory.  Film and video collecting, research and production are very expensive so we hope to find some sponsors as we move ahead.

Of the many valued and important services that we have provided in the sport of drag racing none is more important than the individual history work-ups on the drivers and owners of the cars found in our archives. We’ve taken all the film and video that we have on a racer and compiled it in order of his appearances dating back to his beginnings. Although we mainly cover the West Coast scene and it’s history we are able to do valuable work-ups on Eastern racers like Don Garlits, Chris Karamasines, Connie Kallita, Shirley Muldowney and some of the more popular funny car - pro stock racers that toured the west coast in the 60’s and 70’s.

No one can compare to the number of racer profiles and promo tapes we’ve provided since 1986. I will mention a few of some of the more prominent racers of their day. Frank Bradley, Top Fuel - Jim Davis, Top Fuel - Ted Gotelli, Top Fuel - Chuck Flores, Top Fuel - Jesse Perkins, Top Fuel - Birky & Neal, Jr. Fuel & Top Fuel - Steve Woods AA/Gas Super, Ron Nunes - AA/Gas Super - Rich Gausco, AA/Fuel Altered - Stevie San Paolo, Top Gas Dragster & Top Alcohol/Dragster - Chris Christiansen, Alcohol Funny Car - Dale Armstrong, Funny Car & Top Alcohol Dragster. Please believe me when I say there are many, many more. 
Gary Ormsby’s girlfriend ordered a “workup” on his racing adventures a year before he died. It was very much enjoyed during his last days. We sent a complimentary workup on Shirley Muldowney to enjoy while recovering from her nasty accident. She called and gave expressed thanks. We sent Dave McClelland a complimentary Bad Boy Altered tape loaded with fiats and he called not long after his heart attack to say a hearty thanks. Just recently we sent complimentary tapes to a seriously injured lady racer mentioned in NAT Dragster with a return note of praise for our concern. In the 60’s we even went to the homes of injured top fuel racers Frank Martinez and John Blanchard and showed film clips of their accidents that happened at Fremont Raceway. Martinez suffered burns to his hands, face and neck from an engine explosion and Blanchard caught a chunk of metal in his knee while firing up his top fuel dragster. In April and June of 96 we taped nostalgia top fuel racer Dave Tedford’s and Super Gas racer Darren Sealy’s accidents at Sears Point Raceway. Tedford tore ligaments in his shoulder and ribs while Sealy was badly bruised from the waist down including a serious knee injury and both cars were totally destroyed. Both drivers received J.B.V. footage and go t to reflect on what happened as most drivers want to see what they went through. 
Several drag racers down through the years were not so fortunate to survive their accidents. I will list a few of the drivers that we have footage of and will release to the public for remembrance and fond memories, a special tribute in one of our future videos. They are Lefty Mudersback, Denny Milani, Mike Sorokin, John Mulligan, Marvin Schwartz, Pete Robinson, Dickie Harrell, Ron Dees and possibly John Wenderski. At a race at Fremont in 1987, the last two people Bob March saw before fatally crashing his super eliminator dragster were me and my brother as there was no one at the end of the track but us. Our camera was not running at the time and I’m happy to say that we’ve never filmed a fatal accident and I hope we never do. That day when Bob March hopelessly passed by me and Sonny with the throttle stuck open stayed on my mind and left me feeling lousy for a long time after. Three other devastating crashes in the 80’s and 90’s that we’ve recorded were Brent Davis, Mike Grieco and Paul Gommi all of whom have not returned to racing since. Brent’s nostalgia top fuel dragster disintegrated after blowing an engine and going off the track. I had just helped Brent’s father (the late great Jim Davis) and top fuel pilot Gary Ritter back the car up on a burnout.  I’ll never forget that because the Nitro fumes blinded and gagged me, but didn’t seem to phase the two old pros Davis & Ritter. Brent almost died on the way to the hospital and was left paralyzed from the waist down. We produced a special front engine fueler tape with Brent’s father “Jim” as the featured racer and half of the profits of sales went to Brent’s hospital bills. Grieco plowed his top alcohol funny car into the guardrail at Fremont totally destroying the car and leaving Mike badly bruised and dizzy for months. We stayed in contact with Mike and sent him crash footage to review as to the cause. Mike has not returned to racing since the accident. Mike was in the top 10 of the alcohol funnys racing for points champion in Division 7.  Paul Gommi crashed his nostalgia front engine fueler just before the lights at a Hot Rod Reunion meet. Before impacting the guardrail at over 180-mph.  Paul told me over the phone that he knew that it was going to be “catastrophic” but for some reason his system shut down, and he doesn’t even remember anything before the initial crunch. We sent him the sequence at his request during his recovery. This “old timer” to the sport was “banged up” pretty good and the car totally destroyed. He has not returned to driving since. 
The N.H.R.A.’s strict but necessary safety rules helped save Paul’s life as well as countless other drag racers since the mid 50’s. The Jackson Bros. and millions of other fans down through the ages owes N.H.R.A. a debt of thanks as I believe that in the hearts of “true fans” nobody gets any enjoyment out of crash and burn but realize that the high speed nature of the sport will produce some pretty bad accidents. Drag racing is heavily participated in every week across the U.S.A. and Canada but the number of accidents is very small in comparison to the amount of passes made down the quarter mile. It must be made known to everyone that over 99% of The Jackson Bros. archives are accident free and our documentation and participation relys heavily on the positive fun side of the sport as our library will attest to this fact. 

California was the “hot bed” of organized drag racing in the mid 50’s and every drag racer that set speed and elapsed time records had to prove themselves on the West Coast if they were to be established as being number one in the nation. Chris Martin’s “Top Fuel Handbook” gives names, dates and places of drag racing’s earliest and most important beginnings of the Top Fuel Dragster and their legendary drivers like Don Garlits and the many who proceeded and followed him. I was amazed and even excited at how many cars and racers of the 50’s and 60’s I have stored in the Jackson Bros. film archives dating back to 1952. The racers mentioned and the photos depicted put into focus the depth and diversity of our collection. The bulk of our film files in the 50’s is concentrated in Southern and Central California.  The same holds true for our 60’s top fuel action footage that coincides with Martin’s description and “stats” on who did what, where and when. Chris’s “Top Fuel Handbook” will be of great help in the production and direction of our nostalgia based programs and this little “jammed packed stat” book would be of great interest to any “Front Engine Fueler” fan like myself. We are not looking to score any points or make favor with Chris, but he deserves honest thanks for his assembling of this historically important compilation. 
The important question The Jackson Bros. have on their mind as they move toward the year 2000 is if they can receive and maintain support and recognition concerning the production of their nostalgia programs. The Corporate side of drag racing is ever expanding and very protective of its interests not that any one or anything be a threat to their “mainstream oriented” concerns with the bottom line, which is, will the Jackson Bros.  get in the way of our programming and will they lose us any possible sales in the future. Will they bring more honor and notoriety to our organization or will they not. The answer really lies with the media aspects of associations like the NHRA and the Goodguys Hot Rod Association. They can build our potential up or they can knock our efforts down. In the end, I believe we can greatly benefit any Hot Rod Association by generating greater interest in their events with our videos that depict only partial scenes from there shows. Even if a production company comes in to do TV event coverage and “event videos” for sale, our programs will be totally different in nature because they include old and new footage from other by gone races which leave for very little “crossover” if any while at the same time giving double exposure to that association and that’s a good thing for promoting and money making. Although TV broadcasting of drag racing has been great for the promotion of the sport, the Jackson Bros. feels that their contributions can only help guarantee that the historical and local concerns of racing fans flourish and even become attractive to the youth of today. The corporate aspect of National Event drag racing and it’s style of TV broadcasting has to be the way it is in order to have sponsor and mainstream fan appeal. 
As the old pros start to fade and the winning edge starts to favor the hungry “young lions” the past history of the racer and his accomplishments become of greater importance. The “grass roots” of the sport along with the racers accomplishments and adventures will spring up for revue and discussion once again. This cycle will repeat itself for years to come and the Jackson Bros.  film and video archives will be of great use and importance. The beginnings of drag racing along with its “heroic legends” will be visually captivating and memory stirring into the 21st century with positive influence from associations like the NHRA and Goodguys VRA. The Jackson Bros. feet are deeply embedded into the foundations of the sport and that’s where the little guys became the big guys and the pillars of the foundation. It’s the Jackson Bros. destiny to help the pillars remain standing. We do it by way of Nostalgia videos and tendonitis pain killers. Any man who has worked physically hard on racecars or in my case “on roofs” understands my humor.  We would rather be producing Nostalgia programs for a living if the good Lord is willing and we’re able to convince the Racing Associations and TV/Media that Jamie & Sonny Jackson can make a positive difference for the good and prosperity of their interests and Drag Racing in general. 

See you at the drags!

Jamie & The Jackson Bros~~~Sonny, Steven, Shane, Jeff   

www.NostalgiaDrags.com 
